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2 . A prodigal; alavilher. 

Bilhop Morton told the commiffioners, who were to kvy the 
benevolence, if they met with any that were fparing, tell them 
that they muft needs have, becaufe they laid up; and if they 
were fpcnders , they mult needs have, becaufe it was feen in 
their port and manner of living. Bacon's Henry VII. 

Spendthrift, n. f [fpend and thrift . ] A prodigal; a 
lavilher. 

Bitter cold weather ftarved both the bird and the fpend- 
thri/t. L'Ejirange. 

Some fawning ufurer does feed 
With prefent fums th’ unwary fpcndthrift’ s need. Dryden. 
Moll men, like Jpendtbrift heirs, judge a little in hand bet¬ 
ter than a great deal to come. Locke. 

The fon, bred in doth, becomes a fpcndthrift , a profligate, 
and goes out of the world a beggar. Swift. 

Spe'rable. ad). [ fperabilit, Latin.] Such as may be hoped. 
We may call it away, if it be found but a bladder, and 
difcharge it of fo much as is vain and not fperable. Bacon. 

SPERM, n.f [jpcnne, Fr. fperma, Lut.] Seed; that by which 
the fpccies is continued. 

Some creatures bring forth many young ones at a burthen, 
and fome hut one: this may be caufed by the quantity of Jperm 
required, or by the partitions of the womb which may fever 
the [perm. Bacon. 

There is required to the preparation of ihe fpcrm of animals 
a great apparatus of vefiels, many fecretions, concoctions, 
reflections, and circulations. Ray. 

SPE'RMA CET 1 . n.f. [Latin.] Corruptedly pronounced 
parmafifty. 

A particular fort of whale affords the oil whence this is 
made ; and that is very improperly called fperma, becaufe it is 
only the oil which comes from the head of which it can be 
made. It is changed from what it is naturally, the oil itfelf 
being very brown and rank. The peculiar property of it is 
to (hoot into flakes, not much unlike the cryftallization of 
falts ; but in this Hate ’tis yellow, and has a certain ranknefs, 
from which it is freed by fqueezing it between warm metalline 
plates in a prefs, and afterwards expofing the remainder to the 
open air: at length it becomes perlectly pure, inodorous, flaky, 
fmooth, white, and in fome meaiure tranfparerit. Quincy. 

SpERMA'tJCAL. ? ». r a i- r r A i 

Sperma'tick. H- Uf^aUque, Fr - fperm.] 

1. Seminal; confifting of feed. 

The primordials of the world are not mechanical, but fper- 
matical or vital. More s Divine Dialogues. 

Metals and fundry meteors rude Ihapes have no need 
of any particular principle of life, or fpermaiical form, diftindt 
from the reft or motion of the particles of the matter. More. 

2. Belonging to the fperm. 

The moifture of the body, which did before irrigate the 
parts, is drawn down to the fpermatical vcffels. Bacon. 

Two different fexes muft concur to their generation: there 
is in both a great apparatus of fpemiatick vcllels, wherein the 
more fpirituous part of the blood is by many digeftions and 
circulations exalted into fperm. Ray on the Creation. 

To Spe'rm ATI7E. v.n. [Irom fperm.] To yield feed. 

Ariftotle affirming that women do not fpermatize, and con¬ 
fer a receptacle rather than ellential principles of generation, 
deductively includes both fexes in mankind. Brown. 

Sperm atgceTk. n.f. [tnrifpx and xeai;.] A rupture caufed 
by the contraction of the feminal vefiels, and the femen falling 
into the ferotum. Bailey. 

Spermo'logist. n.f. [<nrtgiJcoXb'y<§ 1 .] One who gathers or 

treats of feeds. Din. 

ToSperse. v. a. [fperfis, Latin.] Todifperfe; to fcattcr. 

A word not now in ufe. 

The wrathful wind, 

Which blows cold ftorms, burft out of Scythian mew 

That JperJl thofe clouds, and in fo fhort as thought 

'I his dreadful fhape was vanifhed to nought. Spcnfer. 

He making fpeedy way through fperfed air. 

And through the world of waters wide and deep. 

To Morpheus’ houfe doth haftily repair. Fairy Queen. 

To Spet. v. a. To bring or pour abundantly. [Spet in Scot¬ 
land is a fuperabundance of water: as, that tide or frelh was 
a high Jpet. ] 

Myfterious dame. 

That ne’er art call’d, but when the dragon womb 
Of Stygian darknefs Jpets her thickeft gloom. 

And makes one blot of all the air. 

Stop thy cloudy ebon chair. Milton. 

To SPEW. v. a. [ppepan, Saxon; fpeuwen, Dutch.] 

1. To vomit; to ejedt from the ftomach. 

A fwordfifh fmall him from the reft did funder, 

That in his throat him pricking foftly under 
His wide abyfs, him forced forth to Jpew, 

That all the fea did roar like heaven’s thunder. 

And all the waves were ftain’d with filthy hue. Spenfcr. 

2. To ejeCl; to caft forth. 

When earth with flime and mud is cover’d o’er. 

Or hollow places fpew their wat’ry ftorc. Dryden s Georg. 
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When yellow fands arc lifted from below, 

7 he glitt’ring billows give a golJen lhow ; 

And when the fouler bottom fpcvjs the black 

The Stygian dye the tainted waters take. ’ n ■ / 

3. To eject with loathing. 3 * !a ‘ 

Keep my ftatutes, and commit not any of theft abomina 
tions, that the land fpew not you out. Lev. xv j;; 

Contentious fuits ought to be fpewed out, as the furftii r 

C0 r urts - _ . Bacons Ejtiu 

To Spew. v. n. to vomit; to eafe the ftomach. v J 

He could have haul’d in 
The drunkards, and the noifes of the inn ; 

But better ’twas that they ftiould fleep or fpew. 

Than in the feene to offend or him or you. Ben. Jdlmt 
Spe'wy. adj. [from fpew.] A provincial word. 

The lower vallies in wet Winters are fo fpnvy, that they 
know not how to feed them. Mortimer's Husbandry 

To Spha'celate v. a. [fcomfpbacelus, medical, Latin.] To 
afteCt with a gangrene. 

The long retention of matter fpbacelatcs the brain. Sharp 
To Spha'cela i e v. n. I o mortify; to fuffer the gangrene? • 
The fkin, by the great diftenfion, having been rendered 
very thin, will, if not taken away, J'phucclute, and the red 
degenerate into a cancerous ulcer. Sharp's Surgery 

Spha'cklus . n.J. [<r(f*x£A(gr>; fphaccle, Fr.] A gangrene ;a 
mortification. 

It is the ground of inflammation, gangren o,fphacelus.Wt[em 
SPHERE, n.f [fphere, French ; fpheera, Latin.] 

1. A globe ; an orbicular body ; a body of which the center is 
at the fame diftance from every point of the circumference. 

Firft the fun, a mighty Jphere, he fram’d. Miltons 

2 . Any globe of the mundane lyflem 

What if within the moon’s fair fMmngfpbcre, 

What if in every other ftar unfeen, 

Of other worlds he happily fhould hear? Fairy Qtuen, 
And then mortal cars 

Had heard the mulick of the fpbercs. Dryden. 

3. A globe reprefenting the earth or fky. 

7 wo figures on the Tides embofs’d appear; a 

Conon, and what’s his name who made the Jphere , ( 

And fhew’d the feafons of die Hiding year. Dryden. J 

4. Orb ; circuit of motion. 

Half unfung, but narrower bound 
Within the vifible diurnal Jphere. Milton. 

5. Province; compafs of knowledge or action; employment. 
[From the fphere of activity aferibed to the power emanating 
from bodies.] 

To be call’d into a huge fphere , and not to be ften to move 
in’t. Sbakcfp. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

Of enemies he could not but contract good ftore, while 
moving in fo high a fphere, and with fo vigorous a luflrc. K C. 

Every man, verfed in any particular bufinefs, finds fault 
with thefe authors, fo far as they' treat of matters within his 
fphere. AdJifon's Freeholder. 

Ye know the fpheres and various talks alfign’d 
By laws eternal to the ethereal kind. Pope. 

To Sphere, v. a. f from the noun.] 

1. To place in a fphere. 

The glorious planet Sol, 

In noble eminence enthron’d and fpher’d 
Amidft the reft, whofe med’cinable eye 
Corrects the ill afpecls of planets evil. Shakefpeart, 

2 . To form into roundnefs. 

Light from her native Eaft 
To journey through the airv gloom began. 

Spher'd in a radiant cloud; for yet the fun 

Was not. Miltons Paradfe If- 

Sphe'rIck!” \ ad] ' UP ber k ut o French; (comfphere.] 

1. Round; orbicular; globular 

What defeent of waters could there he in a fpherical :na 
round body, wherein there is nor high nor low. Rnleif- 
Though founds fpread round, fo that there is an orb or 
fpherical area of the found, yet they go fartheft in the lore¬ 
lines from the firft local impulfion of the air. Baton. 

By difeernment of the moifture drawn up in vapours, 
muft know the reafon of the jpherical figures of the drops. G to- 
A fluid mafs neceflarily falls into a fpherical furface. • 
Where the central nodule was globular, the inner furfaceo 
the firft cruft would be fpherick ; and if the cruft was in 21 
parts of the fame thicknefs, that whole cruft would be Jp_< 
rical. Woodward on /#'• 

2. Planetary; relating to orbs of the planets. . 

We make guilty of our difafters the fun, the moon, an 
ftars, as if we were villains by fpherical predominance- ‘ a l l' 
Sphe rically, adv. [from f kni. ] In [orm of a Ipherc. 
Sphe'ricalness. ) n.f. [from Jphere.] Roundnefs; 
Sphe'ricity. J tundity. 

Such bodies receive their figure and limits from fuel* • 
hinder them from attaining to that fphe: icalntjs they ain*® 1, 'V 
Water conlills of fmalT, fmooih, fpherica] particles- 
fmoothnefs makes ’em flipeafily upon one another; 
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•7. keeps ’em from touching one another in more points than 
'"V V Cheyne's Phil. Pnne. 

SPHEROID- n.f. [trpxiea, and ; fphtroidc, Fr.] A body 
obloiw or oblate, approaching to the form of a fphere. 

They are not folid particles, by the neceffity they are under 
to change their figures into oblong fpberoidt, in the capillary 
vefiels. ° Cbeyn’s Phil. Princ. 

Spheroidical, adj. [Uomfpherotd.] Having the form of a 

^iTthcfe corpufcles be fpheroidieal, or oval, their Ihorteft 
diameters muft not be much greater than thofe of light. Cheyne. 
SPHF'Riar. n.f. [fpharula, Latin.] A little globe. 

Mercury is a collcdtion of exceeding fmall, vaftly heavy 
fpherules. Cheyne's Phil. Princ. 

SrHlN'X- n.f. [<r<pW-] 

The fphinx was a famous monfter in Egypt, that remained 
bv conjoined Nilus, having the face of a virgin, and the body 
of a lion. Peatham on Drawing. 

Sn'AL- n.f. [rfpial, Fr.] Afpy; afeout; a watcher. Obfolete. 
His cars be as fpials, alarum to crie. Tufa's Husbandry. 
He privy fpials plac’d in all his way, 

To weet what courfe he takes, and how he fares. Fa. Qu. 

For he by faithful fpial was affured 
That Egypt’s king was forward on his way. Fairfax. 
Their truft towards them hath rather been as to good Jpials 
and good whifperers, than good magiftrates and officers. Bac. 
SPICE, n.f. [ejpice, Krench.J 

1. A vegetable produdlion, fragrant to the fmell and pungent to 
the palate; an aromatick fubftance ufed in fauces. 

Dang’rous rocks, 

Which, touching but my gentle vcfllTs fide. 

Would fcatter all the fpices on the ftream. Shakefpeare. 
Is not manhood, learning, gentlenefs, and virtue, the fpice 
and fait that feafons a man ? Sbakejp. Troll, and CrejJida. 

The traffic’s of the fpice- merchants. 1 Kings x. 15. 

Garlick, the northern fpi.t , is in mighty requeft among 
the Indians. Temple. 

High fauces and rich fpices are fetched from the Indies. Baker. 

2. A fmall quantity, as of fpice to the thing feafoned. 

Think what they have done. 

And then run ftark mad ; for all 

Thy hy-gone fooleries were but fpices of it. Shakefpeare. 
It contained! fingular relations, not without fome Jpice or 
fprinkling of all learning. Brown’s Vulgar hrrours. 

So in the wicked there’s novice. 

Of which the faints have not a Jpice. Hudibras. 

To Spice, v. a. [from the noun] To fcafon with fpice; to 
mix with aromatick bodies. 

His mother was a votrefs of my order, 

And in the fpiced Indian air by night 

Full often Ihe hath gc .ip’d by my fide. Shakefpeare. 

Thefe hymns may work on future wits, and fo 
May great-grand-children of thy praifes grow; 

And fo, though not revive, embalm and Jpice 

The world, which elfe would putrify with vice. Donne. 

W hat though fome have a fraught 
Of cloves and nutmegs, and in cinnamon fail, 

If thou haft wherewithal to fpice a draught. 

When griefs prevail ? Herbert. 

Spi'cer. n.J. [from fpice.] One who deals in fpice. 

Names have been derived from occupations, as Salter and 

r S f tcer ' , r .. . „ Camden. 

oPi cery. n.f. [ Cjpteeries, French; from fpice.] 

1. The commodity of fpices. 

Their camels were loaden with fpicery, and balm and 

m )' rrb * pc - Raleigh’s Hijlory of the World. 

She in whofe body 
The weftern treafure, eaftern fpicery, 

Europe and Africk, and the unknown reft, 

2 A I e Tr fi)y r f0 r nd - 

a lepolitoryof fpices. 

1 Wpicery, the cellar and its furniture, arc too well known 

Sp re 6 k mf,fted r Up0 "’ JMfcn on Italy. 

hav T S f AN '; t 1 h,s word 1 fll0uld not have expefled to 
e found authonfed by a polite writer. Span-new is ufed by 

1S , fupp0 ^ d tocome from rpannan, to ftretch, 
f at \ wIu * nce >™- Span-new is therefore ori- 
aX; U / ed f/ 0a - h ncvv ; extcnded or tolfcd at the clothiers, 
and andfpan , s „ C wly extended on the fpites or tenters • 
however a low word.] Quite new ; now firft ufed. * 
VVhilc the honour, thou haft got, 

'fjpici andfpan new, piping hot, 

e * ler up bravely. » . 

crcated y /S Uld J 1 , aVe ^ rCduCed nothin S>^d then others 
ated fpt.t and/pan new out of nothing. p ., 

1 keep no antiquated ftuff; Burnet. 

e ut Jpick andfpan I have enough. o n 

Sn'cJ N If. [from pee ]“* maldm ° n y or bearwor t- £&. 
roducing fpice; abounding with aromaticks. 

*ox them the Idumjean balm did fweat, 

' " ln hot Ccilon fpicy forefts grew. Dryden 
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2. Aromatick ; having the qualities of fpice. 

Off at fca north-eaft winds blow 
Salxean odour, from the fpicy Ihore 
Of Araby the blcft, with fuch delay 
Well pleas’d they flack their courfe, and many a league, 
Chear’d with the grateful fmell, old ocean fmiles. JWHfn. 
The regimen in this difeafe ought to be of fpicy and ccpha- 
lick vegetables, to difpel the vifeoliry. Arbuthnot on Diet. 

°Under fouthern Ikies exalt their fails. 

Led by new ftars, and borne by Jpicy gales ! Pope. 

Spi'cosity. n.f [ fpica , Latin.] Ihe quality of being fpiked 
like ears of corn ; fulnels of ears. Dii 1 . 

SPI'DER. n.f. [Skinner thinks this word foftened from fpinder, 
or Jpinner, from fpin: Junius , with his ulual felicity, dreams 
that it comes from inri^tiv, to extend ; for the fpider extends 
his web. Perhaps it comes from fpieden , Dutch; fpeyden, 
Danilh, to fpy, to lye upon the catch. Doji, bopa, -iaxon, 
is a beetle, or properly an humble bee , or Jl'ng/ef bee. May not 
fpider be fpy dor, the infedt that watches the dor ?] The ani¬ 
mal that fpins a web for flies. 

More direful hap betide that hated wretch, 

Than I can wilh to adders, fpiders, toads. Shakefpeare. 

The fpiders web to watch we’ll Hand, 

And when it takes the bee, 

We’ll help out of the tyrant’s hand 
The innocent to free. Drayton. 

Infidious, reftlefs, watchful fpider. 

Fear no officious damfel’s broom; 

Extend thy artful fabrick wider, 

And fpread thy banners round my room : 

While I thy curious fabrick ftare at. 

And think on haplefs poet’s fate. 

Like thee confin’d to noifome garret, 

And rudely banilh’d rooms of ftace. Dr. Littleton. 

The fpider's touch how cxquifitcly fine ! 

Feels at each thread, and lives along the line. Pope. 

Spi'derwort. n f. [phalangium , Latin.] A plant with a Jily- 
flower, compofed of fix petals. MilUr. 

Spi'gnel. n.f. [meant, Latin.] A plant. 

The characters are: it is an umbelliferous plant, with very 
narrow leaves: the feeds are large, oblong, and llriatcd. To 
which may be added, it hath a perennial root. It is medi¬ 
cinal. Miller. 

Spi'cot. n.f. [fpijcker, Dutch.] A pin or peg put into the 
faucet to keep in the liquor. 

Bafe Hungarian wight, wilt thou the fpigot wield. Shakef. 
Take out the fpigot, and clap the point in your mouth. Sw. 

Spike, n.f. [fpica, Latin.] 

1. An ear of corn. 

Drawn up in ranks and files, the bearded fpikes 
Guard it from birds as with a ftand of pikes. Denham. 

Suffering not the yellow beards to rear. 

He tramples down the fpikes , and intercepts the year. Dryd. 

The gleaners. 

Spike after fpike, their fparing harveft pick. Thomfon. 

2. A long nail of iron or wood ; a long rod of iron Iharpened: 
fo called from its fimilitude to an ear. 

For the body of the fhips, no nation equals Ensland for the 
oaken timber; and we need not borrow of any other iron for 
fpikes, or nails to fallen them. Bacon. 

The head of your medal would be feen to more advantage^ 
if it were placed on a Jpike of the tower. Dryden. 

He wears on his head the corona radiata, another type of 
his divinity : the fpikes that Ihoot out reprefent the rays of the 

c fUn ’ , Addifon. 

opike. n.f. The name of a plant. This is a fmaller fpecics 
of lavender. r 

The oil of fpike is much ufed by our artificers in their var- 
nifhes; but it is generally adulterated. Hiil's Mat. Med. 

To Spike, v.a^ [from the noun.] 

1. To fallen with long nails. 

Lay long planks upon them, pinned or fpiked down to the 
pieces of oak on which they lie. Moxon's Mech. Exer. 

Lay long planks upon them, fpikmg or pinning them down 

... . . , , Mortimer's Husbandry. 

2. To fet with fpikes. 3 

A youth, leaping over the fpiked pales, was fuddenly frighted 
down, and in his falling he was catched by thofe fpikes. Wifem 

Spi khnard. n. f. [fpica nardi, Latin.] A plant, and the oil 
or balfam produced from the plant. 

There are three forts of fpikenard. 1. The Indian fpike- 
nard is molt famous: it is a congeries of fibrous fubftances ad- 
hering to the upper p rt of the root, of an agreeable aroma¬ 
tick and bitterilh tafte: it grows plentifully j n Java J t has 
been known to the medical writers of all ages. 2 Cclrick 
fpikenard is an oblong root, of an irregular figure, a fragrant 
and aromatick but not very pleafant fmell It had 0 
fronCCudcG™,, and i/fil, found '&£££ 

the Alpine and Pyrenean mountains. 3. Mountain fpike 
nard is a moderately large oblong root of'a plant of the vale- 

andllU " itieS r ^blin g P thofcoftheCd. 

24 -p Hill's Mat. Med. 

A woman 
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